
Richland County 

Natural Resources Standing Committee 
  

Date Posted: March 26, 2025 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Please be advised that the Richland County Natural Resources Standing Committee will convene on Monday, 

March 31, 2025 at 9:30 AM in the Richland County Board Room of the Courthouse at 181 West Seminary 

Street, Richland Center, WI 53581. 

 

Information for attending the meeting virtually (if available) can be found at the following link:  

https://administrator.co.richland.wi.us/minutes/natural-resources-committee/ 

 
If you have any trouble accessing the meeting, please contact MIS Support at 608-649-4371 (phone) 

or mis@co.richland.wi.us (email). 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

1.    Call To Order 

2.    Roll Call 

3.    Verification Of Open Meetings Law Compliance 

4.    Approval Of Agenda 

5.    Approval Of Minutes From March 3, 2025 Meeting 

6.    Public Comment 

7.    Zoning Petitions 

 A. Allison Bock & Dawn Piech- Town of Orion 

 B. Dennis Brynman & Scott Dietzman – Town of Ithaca 

 C. Cameron Murphy – Town of Akan 

8.    Reports 

 A.  Zoning Administrator: Departmental Activities 

 B.  County Conservationist: Departmental Activities 

  a. Report On Land Information Retained Fees Fund Balance 

 C.  UW-Extension: Departmental Activities 

9.    Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of The Richland County Zoning Ordinance 

10.  Discussion & Possible Action: Update On DAWS (Driftless Area Water Study) Project Estimated Costs 

11.  Discussion & Possible Action: State Budget On Conservation Staffing 

12.  Discussion & Possible Action: Crediting Short Term Rental Fees 

13.  Correspondence  

14.  Future Agenda Items 

15.  Adjourn 

 

A quorum may be present from other Committees, Boards, or Commissions.  No committee, board or 

commission will exercise any responsibilities, authority or duties except for the Natural Resources Standing 

Committee. 

 

Derek S. Kalish 

County Clerk 

https://administrator.co.richland.wi.us/minutes/natural-resources-committee/
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March 3, 2025 

 

The Richland County Natural Resources Standing Committee convened on Monday, March 3, 2025 in 

person and virtually at 9:30 AM in the County Boardroom of the Richland County Courthouse. 

 

Call To Order: Committee Chair Carrow called the meeting to order at 9:31 AM. 

 

Roll Call: Deputy Clerk Hege conducted roll call. Committee members present: Steve Carrow, Richard 

McKee, Mark Gill, and Julie Fleming. Committee members absent: Alayne Hendricks, Craig Woodhouse, 

and Robert Brookens. 

 

Verification of Open Meetings Law Compliance: Deputy Clerk Hege confirmed the meeting had been 

properly noticed. 

 

Approval Of Agenda: Motion by McKee, second by Fleming to approve agenda. Motion carried and 

agenda declared approved. 

 

Approval Of Minutes From February 3, 2025 Meeting: Chair Carrow asked if there were any 

corrections or amendments to the minutes from the February 3, 2025 meeting. Hearing none, Chair Carrow 

approved the minutes of the February 3, 2025 meeting approved as published. 

 

Public Comment: Richard McKee and Mark Gill both expressed frustrations caused by their county 

issued tablets not syncing and being able to view materials provided electronically to the county board 

supervisors. Chair Carrow requested that the minutes reflect supervisors McKee and Gill’s issues with 

their county issued devices. 

 

Zoning Petitions: 

 

A. Steve Beutler – Town of Henrietta: County Conservationist, Ms. Cathy Cooper provided 

background on the zoning petition. Mr. Beutler is requesting to rezone a 6.66 acer vacant land parcel from 

Legal Non-conforming to Ag/Residental for a future home site. Brief discussion ensued. Motion by Gill, 

second by Fleming to approve the zoning petition. Motion carried and the zoning petition was approved 

and forwarded on to county board for final approval. 

 

B. Allison Bock & Dawn Piech – Town Of Orion: County Conservationist Cooper recommended 

that this petition be tabled until the April 2025 meeting because the applicants had not submitted all of the 

required documentation. Consensus was gained from the committee and the Bock/Piech petition was 

tabled to the April 2025 meeting. 

 

Reports: 

 

A. Zoning Administrator: Departmental Activities: County Conservationist Cooper reported that 

Electra Drea had tendered her resignation and her last day would be Friday, March 7, 2025. Extensive 

discussion on the county’s hiring practices and job posting verbiage ensued. Chair Carrow requested that 

the minutes show that he recommends that the HR Department reviews job postings and that job 

descriptions specify whether a job has the potential for remote work or not and that job descriptions specify 

whether an applicant must be a US citizen or not. Conservationist Cooper reported that she had attended 
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a training session for county sanitation staff put on by the Wisconsin Department of Safety and 

Professional Services. 

 

B. County Conservationist: Departmental Activities: Conservationist Cooper reported that she 

and Conservation Tech, Derrick Warner were going to be attending a conference in Green Bay, the 

county’s tree sale was still going on, and that Kori Rogers, Derrick Warner, and Jenn Fry were all taking 

advantage of online training opportunities. Brief discussion ensued. 

 

C. UW-Extension: Departmental Activities: Mr. Adam Hady, Area 13 Extension Director briefly 

reported that 11 farmers took part in the recent nutrient management class, the Human Development 

Coordinator had recently completed her coaching training, and that work continued for the Get Real 

program day. Mr. Hady introduced Karleen Craddock, Extension 4-H Educator to the committee. Ms. 

Craddock briefly spoke on the Richland County Extension youth programs and the recent learning days 

held for area children. Brief discussion ensued. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of Short-Term Rental Ordinance: Conservationist Cooper 

reported on updates that had been made to the short-term rental ordinance. Supervisor Fleming pointed 

out several more errors. Discussion ensued. Consensus from the committee was for Conservationist 

Cooper to make the corrections and then forward the ordinance on to the Executive and Finance Standing 

Committee. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of The Richland County Zoning Ordinance: Extensive 

discussion on changes made and updates yet to be made ensued. Chair Carrow requested that the updated 

be made and the ordinance be brought back to the Natural Resources Committee before being taken on to 

the Executive and Finance Committee. Consensus was gained from the committee to review the updates 

at the April 2025 meeting. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Water Study Project: County Conservationist Cooper reported that there 

was no money in the 2025 budget for a water/well study. Discussion on having money set aside in the 

2026 budget for a DAWS (Driftless Area Water Study) ensued. Chair Carrow requested that 

Conservationist Cooper report to the committee what the estimated cost of a DAWS project would cost. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Plan 

Revision For Scott And Leean Rettler: Farmland Preservation Technician, Kori Rogers provided 

background on the perpetual CREP easement that was found to be out of compliance. Discussion ensued. 

Motion by Gill, second by Fleming to approve the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Plan 

revision for Scott and Leean Rettler. Motion carried and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

Plan revision for Scott and Leean Rettler was approved. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of 2026 Farmland Preservation Planning Grant 

Application: County Conservationist Cooper gave background on the 2026 Farmland Preservation 

Planning Grant. Brief discussion ensued. Motion by McKee, second by Fleming to approve the 2026 

Farmland Preservation Planning Grant application. Motion carried and the 2026 Farmland Preservation 

Planning Grant application was approved and forwarded on to county board for final approval. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of 2026 Joint DATCP/DNR Grant Application: County 

Conservationist Cooper gave background on the 2026 Joint DATCP/DNR grant application. Brief 
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discussion ensued. Motion by McKee, second by Fleming to approve the 2026 Joint DATCP/DNR grant 

application. Motion carried and the 2026 Joint DATCP/DNR grant application was approved and 

forwarded on to county board for final approval. 

 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of Agreement With Ayres Associates, Inc For Geospatial 

Services: County Conservationist Cooper gave background on the proposed agreement with Ayres 

Associates, Inc for geospatial services. Discussion on funding sources ensued. Chair Carrow requested 

Conservationist Cooper report to the committee how much money is in the retained fees fund (fund 48). 

Motion by Fleming, second by McKee to approve the agreement with Ayres Associates, Inc for geospatial 

services. Motion carried and the agreement with Ayres Associates, Inc for geospatial services was 

approved. 

 

Correspondence: None. 

 

Future Agenda Items: 

Discussion & Possible Action: Update On DAWS (Driftless Area Water Study) Project Estimated Costs 

Discussion & Possible Action: Approval Of The Richland County Zoning Ordinance 

Report: Land Information Retained Fees Fund Balance 

 

Adjourn: Chair Carrow entertained a motion to adjourn. Motion by Fleming, second by McKee to 

adjourn. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 10:42 AM. 

 

 
Myranda H. Hege 

Deputy County Clerk 
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An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including 

Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements. 
 

 

Agriculture 
An in-person workshop for sheep and goat producers where information was presented, and a fecal egg count was 

demonstrated and taught to participants. Participants learned about the parasite lifecycle, fecal egg counts, and additional 

integrated management strategies to decrease production and economic losses to parasite infections. Participants also 

learned how to collect, prepare, and analyze fecal samples to determine parasite infection and how to use this information 

to select animals and management strategies to improve animal health and increase production and profitability. Total 

Reach: 5 small ruminant producers (Carolyn Ihde, Beth Mcilquham, Kimberly Kester) 

Planning for a fecal egg count roadshow titled Parasite Patrol for small ruminant, beef, and dairy producers in collaboration 

with Extension County, Regional, and State Outreach Specialist, local producer groups, and veterinarians. The goal is for 

producers to manage parasite resistance, anthelmintic use, genetic selection, and pasture management to reduce 

anthelmintic resistance and economic loss to parasitism. (Carolyn Ihde, Beth Mcilquham, Heather Schlesser, Kimberly 

Kester, Sandy Stuttgen) 

A training session for private pesticide applicators where participants learned about safe practices surrounding application 

and handling of restricted-use pesticides to increase safety awareness and smart practices with pesticide use.  Total Reach: 

17 participants in a Juneau County training session 47 participants in the first Sauk County training session 9 participants 

in the second Sauk County training session (Anastasia Kurth, Jordan Kampa, Laura Flandermeyer) 

A series of four Focus on Forage webinars for forage growers, livestock producers, agency staff and agricultural consultants 

where research-based forage management solutions are shared to optimize forage yield and quality to improve overall 

farm profitability. (Liz Gartman, Anastasia Kurth, Damon Smith, Daniel Marzu, Harkirat Kaur, Jerry Clark, Jordyn Sattler, 

Joshua Kamps, Kevin Jarek, Mark Renz, Marta Moura Kohmann, Megan Sankey, Melissa Ohlrich, Scott Newell, Scott Reuss, 

Sylvanus Gaku)   

Thinking About Farm Succession workshop for farmers where participants learned about what happens if they don't do 

any estate planning and how to start the conversation with their families about estate planning.  Total Reach: 27 people 

(Joy Kirkpatrick, Anastasia Kurth, Beth Mcilquham, Kelly Wilfert) 

Six-part virtual series for individuals new to beef production or dairy producers transitioning to beef production. 

Participants learned about various aspects of beef enterprises, including marketing strategies, cattle health, nutrition and 

reproduction, and cattle enterprises. The goal of this series is to enhance the economic sustainability of emerging beef 

producers. Total Reach: 100 registered attendees. (Sandy Stuttgen, Adam Hartfiel, Beth Mcilquham, Bill Halfman, 

Kimberly Kester, Ryan Sterry, Sandy Stuttgen) 

A training session for manure applicators and farmers where participants learn to apply manure safely and accurately to 

keep themselves safe, protect the environment, respond to manure spills and increase farm profitability.  Total Reach: 

144 commercial manure applicators and farmers (Jerry Clark, Anastasia Kurth, Becky Brathal, Christine Clark, Jordyn 

Sattler, Kelsey Hyland, Kevin Erb, Landon Baumgartner, Laura Flandermeyer, Melissa Ohlrich, Scott Reuss) 

A monthly newsletter that is designed to delivery timely updates for the Extension Crops and Soils and Dairy and Livestock 

Programs as well as connect various stakeholders to the agriculture community across Richland County.  Total Reach: Over 

40 producers, Extension colleagues, county board members, and public.  (Anastasia Kurth, Beth Mcilquham)   
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An on-farm research project investigating use of winter camelina as a cover crop option after soybeans to reduce nitrate 

leaching and mitigate the yield drag seen in corn following winter cereal cover crops, the only other overwintering cover 

crop choice in Wisconsin post-soybean harvest. Results from this study will help farmers decide if winter camelina is a 

viable cover crop for their operation and engage farmers in thinking more critically about nitrogen loss pathways. (Will 

Fulwider, Anastasia Kurth, Chelsea Zegler, Sam Bibby, Steven Hall) 

Livestock educators write articles for beef producers on best management practices and current research in livestock 

systems. These articles keep livestock producers up to date with local and regional livestock news, market trends, and 

production ideas to help increase the economic viability of producers. Total Reach: Circulation of The Wisconsin 

Agriculturist Magazine is 24,000 print subscribers. The Beef Columns also appear on the website and garner between 

1,000 and 4,000 page views (it is different for every column).  (Sandy Stuttgen, Adam Hartfiel, Beth Mcilquham, Bill 

Halfman, Kimberly Kester, Ryan Sterry, Sandy Stuttgen) 

Human Development and Relationships 
An on-demand lesson on topics such as budgeting, credit/debt, record keeping, saving on groceries, goal setting, 

preventing fraud and scams, and finding affordable housing for groups such as residents at a homeless shelter, recent 

immigrants, a group of young parents, etc. where they learn effective strategies to manage their money. Through this, 

participants set and create a plan for achieving their financial goals, can create a spending plan that allows them to manage 

their monthly income and expenses, and can make a plan to become debt-free.   Total Reach: 3 Passages Shelter residents 

(Sarah Kubiak) 

A 6-session course for renters where participants learn how to find and apply for rental housing, understand their 

responsibilities as a renter, how to communicate effectively with their landlords, and manage housing expenses. Through 

this, those with negative rental records and those new to renting are able to increase their ability to find and keep safe 

affordable housing, thereby increasing their stability and decreasing their reliance on public support.  (Amanda Kostman, 

Alana Perez-Valliere, Carol Bralich, Crystal Walters, Jeanne Walsh, Jennifer Abel, Katie Daul, Kula Yang, Sarah Kubiak, Sarah 

Hawks, Tahnee Aguirre, Todd Wenzel) 

Planning for a Poverty simulation for the Head Start staff in collaboration with Southwest Wisconsin Community Action 

Program (SWCAP). The goal is to help staff understand what it might be like to be part of a typical low-income family trying 

to survive from month to month.  The object is to sensitize participants to the realities of life faced by low-income families.   

(Beverly Doll) 

A newsletter series (Money $mart in Head Start) for parents of young children where they learn skills such as using credit 

wisely, keeping their money safe, savings strategies, organizing their financial records, and making choices about health 

insurance. Through this program parents can create more financial stability for their families.  (Beverly Doll, Sarah Kubiak) 

A 7-session course that helps adults of all ages to make end-of-life financial, healthcare, and final wishes decisions in order 

to reduce the stress experienced by survivors and to ensure that their wishes are honored. (Beverly Doll, Sarah Kubiak) 

FoodWIse 

Completion of Team Nutrition Grant Sessions: In Richland, we successfully completed the Team Nutrition Grant sessions 

in collaboration with the Department of Public Instruction (DPI). This grant focuses on improving child nutrition by 

supporting healthy eating habits through education, cafeteria modifications, and student engagement. As part of this 
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initiative, we also wrapped up activities in Kickapoo and Ithaca. The students thoroughly enjoyed the sessions, and 

excellent modifications were made to the school cafeterias, which are already showing a positive impact. 

EBT Acceptance at Tienda Mexicana Oasis: Tienda Mexicana Oasis is now officially able to accept EBT, expanding access 

to healthy and culturally relevant foods for the community. Additionally, the American Heart Association has a donation 

available for the store, but we are currently exploring ways for them to accept the funds. Since they operate as a for-profit 

business, we are considering potential partnerships with nonprofit organizations to facilitate this process. 

 Upcoming Sessions with 4-H (Juntos Program): Starting April 12, in partnership with 4-H’s Juntos Program, we will begin 

offering sessions for parents at Richland Center Intermediate School. FoodWIse will lead Cooking Matters sessions, 

culminating in a grocery tour at Tienda Mexicana Oasis to reinforce nutrition education and smart shopping habits. 

 Farmers Market and Coalition Efforts: We continue to support the Farmers Market through our coalition work. As part 

of this effort, we will soon print informational booklets with essential details about local farmers markets, making it easier 

for residents to access fresh, local produce. 

 Collaboration with Health and Human Services: We have started our meetings with Health and Human Services to discuss 

opportunities for collaboration. As in previous years, we aim to align our efforts to maximize impact and strengthen 

community resources. 
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