ORDINANCE NO. 2003-10
An Ordinance Requiring a Permit for New Driveways from Land Abutting County Trunk Highways in Richland
The Richland County Board of Supervisors does hereby ordain as follows:

1 No owner of real estate, owner of an easement of ingress and egress or tenant of real estate in the unincorporated areas of Richland
County which abuts a County Trunk Highway shall open, establish or utilize a driveway onto that County Trunk Highway without
obtaining a permit under this Ordinance.

2 All permits applied for under this Ordinance shall be filed with the County Highway Commissioner and shall be accompanied with an
application fee of $150.00. The County Highway Commissioner shall issue a permit under this Ordinance for driveways which meet
the following standards:

(a) As to location: All new driveways must be constructed at the safest point. Access should be obtained off of a town road whenever
possible, rather than off of a County Trunk Highway. There must be a sight distance of at least 500 feet in both directions. In
doubtful cases, the Commissioner may require the applicant to submit, at the applicant's expense, a sight/distance study
performed by an engineer licensed to practice in the State of Wisconsin.

(b) As to design, all driveways must:

1 Be at a 90° angle to the County Trunk Highway which it abuts, for at least 20 feet from the edge of the traveled portion of the
County Trunk Highway.

2 Be level with the roadway of the County Trunk Highway for at least 20 feet from the edge of the traveled portion of the County
Trunk Highway.

3 The required width of a driveway depends upon the intended use of the property to be served by the property. The following
minimum and maximum widths shall apply:

Use of property to be Minimum width Maximum width
served by driveway of driveway of driveway
Residential 16 feet 20 feet
Agricultural 16 feet 24 feet
Commercial 24 feet 35 feet
Industrial 30 feet 40 feet

4 Have a 6 inch gravel base.

5 The County Highway Commissioner is authorized to determine that a culvert is required, with that culvert to be at such
diameter and length as the Commissioner deems appropriate. Any required culvert is to be installed entirely at the applicant’s
expense.

(c) Construction of the driveway must be completed within 6 months of the County’s issuance of the driveway permit. If the driveway
is not completed within this deadline, the permit shall be null and void and construction must stop on the driveway until a new
permit has been issued by the County.

(d) All costs of installing the new driveway shall be the responsibility of the applicant, unless the new driveway is necessitated by a
County highway improvement project, in which case the County will install the new driveway at its expense. All costs of
maintaining the driveway shall be the responsibility of the applicant.

(e) All disturbed areas shall be seeded and the applicant shall maintain such erosion control measures during the construction of the
driveway as are approved by the Highway Commissioner before the start of construction of the new driveway. There shall not be
any debris remaining in the County’s right-of-way after completion of the driveway.

3 All driveways currently existing and used as of the effective date of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be permitted driveways and no
further permits shall be required for such driveways under this Ordinance, except that a permit is required if an existing driveway which
was used solely as a field entrance, and which did not serve an inhabited structure or structures, on the effective date of this
Ordinance is to be changed so as to serve an inhabited structure or structures.

4 Any owner or tenant of lands abutting a County Trunk Highway who uses, or allows others to use, a driveway in violation of this
Ordinance shall be subject to a forfeiture of at least $50.00 plus Court costs, for each offense. Each week of violation shall be
deemed a separate offense.

5 Applicants shall be notified in writing of the County’s decision on their application. In addition to any other rights provided by law, an
applicant for a driveway permit under this Ordinance whose application has been denied may appeal that decision to the County
Highway Committee within 30 days of receiving written notice of the denial from the County. Appeals shall be in writing and shall be
addressed to the County Highway Commissioner and shall be postmarked with said 30 day period.

6 The County Highway Committee shall, with the assistance of the Corporation Counsel, administer and enforce this Ordinance. The
County may seek injunctive relief in the case of a violation of this Ordinance.

7 This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and publication.
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